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Students

Hazing

Bullying
The Board of Trustees promotes a secure and happy school climate, conducive to teaching

and learning, that is free from threat, harassment and any type of bullying behavior. Therefore
it shall be the policy of the Board that bullying of a student by another student is prohibited.

"Bullying" means (A4) the repeated use by one or more students of a written, oral or
electronic communication, such as cyberbu!lying, directed at or referring to another student
attending school in the same school district, or (B) aphysical act or gesture by one or more
students repeatedly directed at another student attending school in the same school district,
that: (i) Causes physical or emotional harm to such student or damage to such student's
property, (ii)places such student in reasonable fear of harm to himself or herself, or of
damage to his or her property, (iii) creates a hostile environment at school for such student,
(iv) infringes on the rights of such student at school, or (v) substantially disrupts the
education process or the orderly operation of a school. "Bullying” shall include, but not be
limited to, a written, oral or electronic communication or physical act or gesture based on
any actual or perceived differentiating characteristic, such as race, color, religion, ancestry,
national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic
status, academic status, physical appearance, or mental, physical, developmental or
sensory disability, or by association with an individual or group who has or isperceived to
have one or more of such characteristics.

Examples of bullying include, but are not limited to:

I Physical violence and attacks
2. Verbal taunts, name-calling and put-downs including ethnically-based
verbal abuse or gender-based put-downs

3. Threats and intimidation
4. Extortion or stealing of money and possessions
5. Exclusion from peer groups within then school.

Such conduct is disruptive of the educational process and, therefore, bullying is not acceptable behavior
in this district and is prohibited.

Students who engage in any act of bullying while at school, at any school function, or in
connection to or with any district sponsored activity or event are subject to appropriate
disciplinary action up to and including suspension, expulsion and/or referral to law enforcement

officials.

A comprehensive program, involving everyone in the schools and the community, to address
bullying at all school levels is essential to reducing incidences of bullying. Such a program must
involve interventions at all levels, school-wide, classroom and individual.
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